
The Real Barry Humphries: Unmasking the
Enigma
A Master of Character and Comedy

In the annals of entertainment, few figures have left an indelible mark on
the world of comedy as Barry Humphries. With his razor-sharp wit,
flamboyant alter egos, and unparalleled stage presence, Humphries has
captivated audiences for decades. Now, in the captivating biography, 'The
Real Barry Humphries' by Peter Coleman, we are granted an intimate
glimpse into the enigmatic life and artistry of this extraordinary comedian.
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From Boy Wonder to Comedy Legend

Born in Melbourne, Australia in 1934, John Barry Humphries displayed a
precocious talent for comedy from a young age. Coleman meticulously
traces Humphries' early years, exploring the formative influences that
shaped his unique comedic persona. From his childhood fascination with
surrealism to his teenage performances in Melbourne's bohemian circles,
we witness the genesis of a comedy master in the making.

The Birth of Dame Edna Everage

Humphries' true breakthrough came with the creation of Dame Edna
Everage, his most iconic alter ego. Through Coleman's vivid prose, we are
transported into the world of this flamboyant and opinionated suburban
housewife who quickly became a global phenomenon. From her early
appearances on Australian television to her sold-out tours and Hollywood
collaborations, we trace the rise and reign of Dame Edna, unraveling the
secrets behind her enduring popularity.

A Tapestry of Other Characters
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While Dame Edna may be Humphries' most famous creation, she is just
one facet of his multifaceted comedic brilliance. Coleman delves into the
depths of Humphries' extensive repertoire, introducing us to an array of
unforgettable characters. From the pompous Sir Les Patterson to the
eccentric Sandy Stone, each character is a testament to Humphries' ability
to create and inhabit a world of his own.

The Man Behind the Masks

Beyond the stage personas, Coleman provides a comprehensive account
of the man behind the masks. He explores Humphries' personal life, his
triumphs and struggles, and the complexities that fuel his creative genius.
Through interviews with Humphries, family members, and close associates,
Coleman pieces together a portrait of a deeply private and introspective
individual whose comedy serves as both a refuge and a means of self-
expression.

A Critical and Commercial Triumph

'The Real Barry Humphries' has been hailed by critics as a tour de force of
biography. Coleman's meticulous research and engaging writing style have
earned widespread acclaim, with the book topping bestseller lists and
receiving rave reviews. Audiences have been equally captivated by the
book's intimate revelations and incisive analysis of Humphries' comedic
artistry.

A Must-Read for Fans and Scholars

'The Real Barry Humphries' is an essential read for anyone interested in
the life and work of one of the greatest comedians of our time. Whether you
are a lifelong fan or a newcomer to his unique brand of humor, this



insightful biography will leave you entertained, enlightened, and longing for
more of Barry Humphries' unforgettable characters.

In 'The Real Barry Humphries,' Peter Coleman has crafted a definitive
biography that illuminates the enigmatic persona of this comedic icon.
Through a masterful exploration of Humphries' childhood, inspirations, and
creative process, Coleman peels back the layers of the man behind the
masks, revealing the complexities and contradictions that have shaped one
of the most enduring and influential figures in the world of entertainment.

For those seeking to understand the true essence of Barry Humphries, 'The
Real Barry Humphries' is a must-read. It is a testament to the
transformative power of comedy, the enduring legacy of a true master, and
the enduring appeal of a man who has made the world laugh for decades.
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