Russian Tortoises As Pets: The Ultimate Care
Guide For Starters

Russian tortoises are popular pets due to their docile nature and relatively
easy care requirements. However, there are still some important things you
need to know before bringing a Russian tortoise home. This
comprehensive guide will provide you with everything you need to know
about caring for a Russian tortoise, from choosing the right tortoise to
providing proper housing, nutrition, and healthcare.
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Choosing the Right Russian Tortoise

The first step to owning a Russian tortoise is choosing the right one. There
are two subspecies of Russian tortoises: the Horsfield's tortoise (Testudo
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horsfieldii) and the Afghan tortoise (Testudo horsfieldii afghanica).
Horsfield's tortoises are the most common type of Russian tortoise found in
the pet trade. They are typically smaller than Afghan tortoises, with a
carapace (top shell) that measures 5-8 inches in length. Afghan tortoises
have a carapace that measures 6-10 inches in length.

When choosing a Russian tortoise, it is important to look for a healthy
animal. The tortoise should be active and alert, with clear eyes and a clean
nose. The tortoise's shell should be free of cracks or damage.

Housing Your Russian Tortoise

Russian tortoises need a spacious enclosure that provides them with plenty
of room to move around. The enclosure should be at least 4 feet long by 2
feet wide by 1 foot high. The enclosure should be made of a material that is
easy to clean, such as plastic or glass.

The enclosure should be divided into two sections: a warm side and a cool
side. The warm side of the enclosure should be kept at a temperature of
80-90 degrees Fahrenheit. The cool side of the enclosure should be kept at
a temperature of 70-80 degrees Fahrenheit.

The enclosure should also include a basking spot where the tortoise can
warm up. The basking spot should be kept at a temperature of 95-105
degrees Fahrenheit.

Feeding Your Russian Tortoise

Russian tortoises are herbivores and their diet should consist mainly of
leafy greens. Some good choices for leafy greens include romaine lettuce,



escarole, and dandelion greens. Russian tortoises will also eat fruits and
vegetables, such as apples, carrots, and squash.

It is important to provide your Russian tortoise with a variety of foods to
ensure that they are getting all the nutrients they need. You should also
offer your tortoise a calcium supplement twice a week.

Caring for Your Russian Tortoise's Health

Russian tortoises are generally healthy animals, but they can be
susceptible to certain health problems, such as respiratory infections and
shell rot. It is important to take your tortoise to the vet for regular checkups
to ensure that they are healthy.

If you notice any signs of illness in your tortoise, such as lethargy, loss of
appetite, or discharge from the eyes or nose, you should take them to the
vet immediately.

Russian tortoises can make great pets for people of all ages. They are
docile and easy to care for, and they can provide years of enjoyment. By
following the tips in this guide, you can ensure that your Russian tortoise
has a long and healthy life.
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