Pacific Steam Navigation Company Fleet List
History: A Comprehensive Guide to the Iconic
Shipping Line

The Pacific Steam Navigation Company (PSNC) was a British shipping line
that operated between the United Kingdom and South America from 1840
to 1971. During its long history, the PSNC operated a large and varied fleet
of ships, including passenger liners, cargo ships, and tankers.
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This comprehensive fleet list history provides detailed information on every
ship that served with the PSNC, from its earliest paddle steamers to its final
container ships. Each entry includes the ship's name, tonnage, dimensions,
engine type, and service history.

The PSNC played a major role in the development of trade and travel
between the United Kingdom and South America. Its ships carried millions
of passengers and tons of cargo, and its services helped to connect the two
continents in a way that had never been possible before.

This fleet list history is a valuable resource for anyone interested in the
history of the PSNC, or in the history of shipping in general. It is also a
fascinating look at the many different types of ships that have served the
shipping industry over the years.

The Early Years

The PSNC was founded in 1840 by a group of British businessmen who
saw the potential for a profitable shipping service between the United
Kingdom and South America. The company's first ship was the _SS Great
Western_, a paddle steamer that was launched in 1838. The _Great
Western_ was a revolutionary ship for its time, and it helped to establish
the PSNC as a leader in the shipping industry.
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In the early years, the PSNC's fleet consisted of a variety of paddle
steamers and sailing ships. These ships were used to transport passengers
and cargo between the United Kingdom and South America, and they also
served as troop transports during the Crimean War.

In 1852, the PSNC launched the _SS Valparaiso_, the first screw steamer
to be built in the United Kingdom. The _Valparaiso_ was a much more
efficient ship than the paddle steamers, and it helped to reduce the travel
time between the United Kingdom and South America.

The Golden Age of the PSNC

The PSNC's golden age began in the late 19th century, when the company
began to operate a fleet of large and luxurious passenger liners. These
ships were designed to provide a comfortable and stylish way to travel
between the United Kingdom and South America, and they quickly became
popular with both tourists and business travelers.

Some of the most famous PSNC passenger liners included the _SS
Orcoma_ (1899),the _SS Orbita_ (1904),and the _SS Reina del Pacifico_
(1930). These ships were all equipped with the latest amenities, including
swimming pools, restaurants, and ballrooms. They also provided a high
level of service, and they were known for their punctuality and reliability.

In addition to its passenger liners, the PSNC also operated a large fleet of
cargo ships and tankers. These ships were used to transport a variety of
goods between the United Kingdom and South America, including wool,
meat, and oil. The PSNC's cargo ships were also used to transport mail
and parcels, and they played a vital role in the development of trade
between the two continents.



The Decline of the PSNC

The PSNC's fortunes began to decline in the mid-20th century, as the
advent of air travel began to reduce the demand for passenger ship
services. The company also faced increasing competition from other
shipping lines, and it was forced to sell off many of its ships.

In 1971, the PSNC was acquired by the Royal Mail Group, and its
operations were merged with those of the Royal Mail Lines. The PSNC
brand was retired, and its ships were gradually phased out of service.

Legacy

The PSNC played a major role in the development of trade and travel
between the United Kingdom and South America. Its ships carried millions
of passengers and tons of cargo, and its services helped to connect the two
continents in a way that had never been possible before.

The PSNC's legacy lives on in the many ships that it operated over the
years. These ships were among the finest of their time, and they helped to
set the standard for passenger and cargo shipping. The PSNC's ships also
played a vital role in the development of the shipping industry, and their
story is a fascinating one that is worth telling.

This book

This book tells the story of the PSNC and its fleet of ships. It is a
comprehensive and well-researched work that is based on a variety of
sources, including company records, shipping registers, and contemporary
accounts. The book is illustrated with a wealth of photographs and
drawings, and it provides a detailed look at the ships that served with the
PSNC over the years.



Whether you are a maritime historian, a ship enthusiast, or simply someone
who is interested in the history of trade and travel, you will find this book to
be a valuable resource. It is a fascinating and informative account of one of
the most important shipping lines that has ever operated.
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