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Southdown Motor Services, a renowned bus operator in the UK, proudly
served the counties of Sussex, Hampshire, and Berkshire for over a
century. Throughout its illustrious history, Southdown introduced a vast
array of iconic buses that played a vital role in the region's transportation.
As these buses reached the end of their service with Southdown, many
found new homes and continued their journeys in different parts of the
country. This article delves into the captivating stories of these former
Southdown buses, exploring their transformations and the passion of those
who have dedicated themselves to preserving these beloved vehicles.

Second Lives in New Territories

Upon their retirement from Southdown, many buses embarked on
remarkable second lives. They were acquired by enthusiasts, preservation
groups, and other operators who recognized their historical significance
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and sought to keep them in service. Some buses were meticulously
restored to their former glory, while others were repurposed for new roles,
such as mobile libraries or community transport vehicles.

One such example is Southdown Bristol Lodekka FLF6G, originally
numbered 3374 in the Southdown fleet. After its retirement, it found a new
home in Scotland and was converted into a distinctive mobile library. The
bus, now known as the "Book Bus," continues to serve communities in the
Highlands, bringing the joy of reading to remote areas.

Preserving a Rich Heritage

Preserving these former Southdown buses is a labor of love for many
enthusiasts. They spend countless hours and resources restoring and
maintaining these vehicles, ensuring that future generations can appreciate
their historical significance. Preservation groups like the Southdown
Enthusiasts' Club play a crucial role in safeguarding the legacy of
Southdown Motor Services and its iconic buses.

One passionate enthusiast, John Curtis, has dedicated himself to
preserving a significant collection of former Southdown buses. His
collection, known as the "Curtis Collection," includes vehicles from various
eras and models, each with its unique story to tell. These buses have been
meticulously restored and are regularly exhibited at events and rallies,
allowing the public to witness the enduring legacy of Southdown.

Connecting with the Past

For many former Southdown employees and passengers, these preserved
buses evoke nostalgic memories and provide a tangible connection to their
past. They recall journeys taken, friendships formed, and the vital role that



buses played in their communities. Events showcasing these vehicles often
attract a crowd of enthusiastic spectators, eager to relive their memories
and share their stories.

In 2022, a special reunion was organized for former Southdown employees
and enthusiasts. They gathered at the Southdown Enthusiasts' Club's rally
to celebrate the rich history of the company and admire the lovingly
preserved buses. It was a poignant moment, filled with laughter, tears, and
a deep sense of camaraderie among those who shared a passion for
Southdown's legacy.

The Future of Bus Preservation

As these former Southdown buses continue their journeys, the challenge of
preserving them for future generations remains. Enthusiasts and
preservation groups face the ongoing task of securing funding, finding
storage space, and training new volunteers. However, their unwavering
dedication and the support of the public ensure that the legacy of
Southdown Motor Services and its iconic buses will live on.

New technologies and sustainable practices are also shaping the future of
bus preservation. Electric conversions and innovative restoration
techniques are being explored to reduce the environmental impact of these
historic vehicles while maintaining their authenticity.

The story of the former Southdown buses is a testament to the enduring
power of transportation history and the passion of those who strive to
preserve it. These buses, once the backbone of public transportation in
Sussex, Hampshire, and Berkshire, have found new purpose in different
parts of the UK. They serve as mobile libraries, community transport



vehicles, and cherished exhibits, connecting communities with their past
and inspiring future generations.

As we move forward, the preservation of these iconic buses remains a vital
endeavor. Their stories, their history, and their enduring legacy deserve to
be celebrated and shared for generations to come. By supporting
preservation groups and enthusiasts, we can ensure that these former
Southdown buses continue to inspire, educate, and bring joy to all who
encounter them.
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