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Leland Stanford was a man of many talents and accomplishments. He was
a successful grocer, a railroad magnate, a philanthropist, and a founder of
Stanford University. His life is a fascinating and inspiring tale of a man who
helped to shape the destiny of the United States.

Stanford was born in Albany, New York, in 1824. His father was a farmer
and his mother was a schoolteacher. Stanford attended public schools and
then studied law at Cazenovia Seminary. After graduating from law school,
Stanford moved to California in 1852 to seek his fortune in the gold rush.

Stanford initially worked as a lawyer, but he soon realized that there was
more money to be made in the grocery business. He opened a grocery
store in Sacramento in 1856 and quickly became one of the most
successful grocers in the city. Stanford's grocery store was a popular
destination for miners and other gold seekers, and he soon became known
for his honesty and fair prices.

In 1861, Stanford was elected to the California State Assembly. He served
in the Assembly for two years and then was elected to the California State
Senate. In 1862, Stanford was elected Governor of California. As Governor,
Stanford oversaw the construction of the Central Pacific Railroad, which
connected California to the rest of the United States. The Central Pacific
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Railroad was a major engineering feat, and it played a key role in the
development of the American West.

After leaving office, Stanford returned to the grocery business. He also
became involved in other business ventures, including the Southern Pacific
Railroad. Stanford was a shrewd businessman, and he amassed a
considerable fortune. In 1885, Stanford founded Stanford University with
his wife, Jane Lathrop Stanford. Stanford University is one of the most
prestigious universities in the world, and it is a testament to Stanford's
vision and generosity.

Leland Stanford died in 1893 at the age of 69. He is buried on the campus
of Stanford University. Stanford was a remarkable man who made
significant contributions to the United States. He was a successful
businessman, a philanthropist, and a founder of one of the most prestigious
universities in the world. Stanford's legacy continues to inspire people
today.
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