How to Foster Cats & Kittens: A
Comprehensive Guide for Feline Saviors

Fostering cats and kittens is a rewarding and life-saving way to help
animals in need. By providing temporary care for these animals, you can
give them a safe and loving home while they await adoption.

This comprehensive guide will provide you with everything you need to
know about fostering cats and kittens, including:

= How to prepare your home for fostering

=  What to expect during the fostering experience

= How to care for cats and kittens of all ages

= What to do if a cat or kitten gets sick

= How to prepare for adoption

Before you bring any cats or kittens into your home, you need to make sure
that it is safe and prepared for their arrival. This includes:
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Creating a designated space for the cats: This could be a spare
room, a bathroom, or even a large crate. The space should be quiet
and free from drafts.

Providing food and water bowls: The bowls should be placed in a
quiet area where the cats can easily access them.

Setting up a litter box: The litter box should be placed in a private
area away from the food and water bowls.

Hiding any potential hazards: This includes electrical cords,
poisonous plants, and small objects that the cats could choke on.

Fostering cats and kittens can be a rewarding experience, but it also comes

with some challenges. Here are some things you can expect:

The cats may be scared and withdrawn at first: This is normal,
especially for cats who have been through trauma. Be patient and give
them time to adjust to their new surroundings.

The cats may have health problems: This is especially common for
kittens who have not been vaccinated or properly cared for. Be
prepared to take the cats to the vet for checkups and treatment.

The cats may be destructive: This is especially common for kittens
who are teething or bored. Provide them with plenty of toys and
scratching posts to help them redirect their energy.
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The cats may not get along with your other pets: This is especially
important to consider if you have other cats or dogs. Introduce the
animals slowly and carefully to avoid any conflict.

The care that you provide for cats and kittens will vary depending on their

age. Here is a general guide:

Newborn kittens: Newborn kittens require round-the-clock care. They
need to be fed every two to three hours and kept warm and clean.

Young kittens: Young kittens can eat solid food and use the litter box.
They still need plenty of attention and playtime, but they can be left
alone for short periods of time.

Adult cats: Adult cats are relatively low-maintenance. They can be fed
once or twice a day and they can use the litter box independently.

If a cat or kitten gets sick, it is important to take them to the vet as soon as

possible. Some common signs of iliness in cats and kittens include:

Lethargy: A cat or kitten that is not eating, drinking, or playing may be
sick.

Vomiting or diarrhea: VVomiting or diarrhea can be a sign of a number
of different illnesses.

Sneezing or coughing: Sneezing or coughing can be a sign of a
respiratory infection.

Eye discharge: Eye discharge can be a sign of an eye infection.

Skin problems: Skin problems can be a sign of a number of different
conditions, such as allergies or ringworm.



Once a cat or kitten is ready for adoption, you will need to prepare them for
their new home. This includes:

= Getting them vaccinated and neutered: Vaccinations and neutering
are essential for the health and well-being of cats and kittens.

= Socializing them: Cats and kittens that have been socialized are
more likely to be friendly and well-adjusted in their new homes.

= Preparing their belongings: Cats and kittens will need to bring their
belongings with them to their new homes, such as food, water bowils,
litter boxes, and toys.

Fostering cats and kittens can be a rewarding and life-saving experience.
By following the tips in this guide, you can help provide these animals with
the care and love they need.
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