Geese As Pets: A Comprehensive Guide to
Goose Keeping, Care, Housing, Pros and
Cons, Health, and Diet

Geese are fascinating and social creatures that can make wonderful pets.
They are known for their intelligence, loyalty, and protective nature.
However, before you decide to bring a goose into your home, it is important
to do your research and understand their unique needs.
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Pros of Geese as Pets

= Intelligent and trainable: Geese are highly intelligent birds that can
be trained to do tricks and even respond to their names.

= Loyal and protective: Geese form strong bonds with their owners and
will often act as watchdogs, alerting you to strangers or danger.

= Low maintenance: Geese are relatively low-maintenance pets that
can be kept in a variety of environments.
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= Good foragers: Geese are excellent foragers and can help to keep
your yard free of pests.

= Long lifespan: Geese can live for up to 20 years, so they can be a
lifelong companion.
Cons of Geese as Pets

= Noisy: Geese can be quite noisy, especially during mating season or
when they are alarmed.

= Messy: Geese can be messy eaters and their droppings can be
difficult to clean up.

= Aggressive: Geese can be territorial and aggressive, especially
towards other animals and strangers.

= Destructive: Geese can be destructive to gardens and other
landscaping.

= Require a lot of space: Geese need a lot of space to roam and graze.

Goose Care

Geese are relatively low-maintenance pets, but they do require some basic
care to stay healthy and happy.

Housing

Geese need a safe and secure place to live. They can be kept in a variety

of environments, including:

= Backyard: Geese need a large, fenced-in yard where they can roam
and graze. The fence should be at least 4 feet high and buried at least



1 foot underground to prevent geese from escaping.

= Barn: Geese can also be kept in a barn or other enclosed shelter. The
shelter should be well-ventilated and have plenty of space for geese to
move around.

= Coop: Geese can be kept in a coop at night or during inclement
weather. The coop should be large enough for all of the geese to fit
comfortably and should have a nesting box for each goose.
Feeding
Geese are omnivores and their diet should consist of a variety of foods,

including:

= Grass: Geese love to graze on grass. They should have access to
fresh grass daily.

= Hay: Hay is a good source of fiber for geese. It should be offered free-
choice.

= Grains: Geese can be fed a variety of grains, such as corn, wheat,
and oats.

= Fruits and vegetables: Geese enjoy eating fruits and vegetables,
such as apples, carrots, and lettuce.

= Pellets: Commercial goose pellets can be a good way to supplement
your goose's diet.

Health

Geese are generally healthy birds, but they can be susceptible to a variety
of health problems, including:



= Avian influenza: Avian influenza is a respiratory disease that can be
fatal to geese. It is important to vaccinate your geese against avian
influenza.

= Coccidiosis: Coccidiosis is a parasitic disease that can cause
diarrhea and weight loss in geese. It is important to treat coccidiosis
promptly.

= Salmonella: Salmonella is a bacterial infection that can cause
diarrhea, vomiting, and fever in geese. It is important to practice good
hygiene when handling geese and their droppings.

= Worms: Geese can get worms from eating contaminated food or
water. It is important to deworm your geese regularly.

Geese can make wonderful pets, but it is important to do your research
before you bring one into your home. Geese require a lot of space, food,
and attention. They can also be noisy and messy. However, if you are
prepared to provide for their needs, geese can be a loyal and loving
companion for many years to come.

If you are considering getting a goose as a pet, be sure to do your research
and find a reputable breeder. You should also make sure that you have the

proper housing, food, and supplies to care for a goose before bringing one

home.

With proper care, geese can make wonderful pets that will bring you years
of joy.



Additional Resources

= How to Keep Geese as Pets

= Geese as Pets

= (Geese As Pets: A Good Choice For You?
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